Planning a Demonstration
Planning a demonstration can be highly rewarding and generate
great impact. The Puerto Rico Statehood Action Network is here to
help you. We’ve prepared a handy guide to help you get it done.

How to Plan a Demonstration:
Pick a Date and Time- Find a date that works well for you, other activists and
leaders that you plan to invite. You should also consider planning around key
moments that are likely to attract high participation or public attention. Things to
consider when choosing a time are: location, parking, set up, take down.
Find a Location- For best visibility we recommend holding the demonstration in
front of the district office of your member of Congress or in another public
location that will generate a lot of visibility and attention. We held a recent
demonstration in front of the U.S. Capitol building. Keep in mind that some
locations will require a permit, so make sure that you find out ahead of time and
obtain one if it is required.
Create a Flier- Once you decide on a location and you set a date, begin
creating promotional materials. Create an eye catching flier that can be
distributed through social media, email, and publicly. This is the flyer used for the
“Respect Puerto Rico’s Statehood Vote!” Demonstration. Promote your flyer via
social media by posting it and encouraging
others to share it as well.
Flyer elements you should include are:
• Event name
• Event purpose
• Date
• Time
• Location
• Optional: Map of Directions
• Optional: Supporting Organizations
• Optional: Point of Contact for the Event

Invite advocates- To maximize the exposure of your event you should invite local
supporters and advocates directly. You can do this by phone, email, text and
DM. Create an encouraging message asking for their participation and
attendance in the event. Also ask them to share the event invitation with others
to help you spread the word. Send the flyer with your message so your invitees
have all of the necessary information.
Invite the press- The statehood movement needs more recognition in the
media. Inviting press is a good way to increase the visibility of your
demonstration as well as helping the statehood movement get more
recognition. Use this link to find your local newspaper: https://
mylocalpaper.com/
Reach Out to Representatives- Reaching out to your Representatives in
Congress to inform them of your demonstration will not only help them
understand the statehood movement and why they should support it, but also
show them how many people in their jurisdiction care about statehood for
Puerto Rico. You can find your local representatives using the instructions in the
Take Action: Mobilize document. Once you have found your members, send an
email or letter informing them that you’ll be holding a demonstration and
inviting them to participate. If they agree be sure to follow up with a detailed
event overview and let them know what time they should arrive and speak.
Here is a sample:
Hello,
Puerto Rico Statehood Action Network is hosting a Public Demonstration in front of the U.S. Capitol on
XX from X - X p.m. We would like to personally invite Rep/Sen. XXX to join us in sending a clear message
to the rest of the U.S. Congress that they must, "Respect Puerto Rico's Statehood Vote".
Members will be able to join demonstration participants, say a few words to the crowd, and take photos to
showcase their support with this citizen activist effort.
Please see the event flyer attached and let us know if your boss would be interested in the possibility of
participating. If so, we will gladly share an event overview document with additional information and
answer any questions you may have.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Your name.

Gather supplies- Figure out what you need for the demonstration and make a
list. It is essential that you anticipate the needs of your guests, for example,
supplying water if it’s a hot day.
Materials to consider:
• Tables
• Chairs
• Signs
• Handouts
• Microphone
• Speakers
• Water
Make hand signs- Hand signs are an easy way to get your message across. You
can decorate posters and write a short message supporting Puerto Rico
statehood. Here are some examples of the posters that were used at the
“Respect Puerto Rico’s Statehood Vote!” demonstration.

Develop an Itinerary- Make a document that highlights everything that will be
happening that day from set up to take down. This will help you think through
the sequence of events and keep track of what is happening. Make the
itinerary as detailed as possible so any speakers or special guests that need to
arrive at a certain time can refer to it, and have a good idea of what to expect.
The itinerary should include:
• Name of the event
• Event purpose
• Date of event
• Event start/end time
• Location (full address, including room name/number/floor)
• Organizer & Onsite Contacts (full name, cell phone number, email)
• Confirmed Speakers
• If Press & Media are invited
• Timeline of event

Documenting- Make it a priority to take pictures and videos of the event. Having
proof of the event is just as important as having the event in the first place.
Here are some pictures taken at the “Respect Puerto Rico’s Statehood Vote!”
demonstration:

Social Media- Take the pictures and videos from the event and post them on
social media. It is important to maximize the exposure of the event in post
production as much as possible. This is crucial to getting attention on the
statehood movement. You can boost the visibility of your posts by using
hashtags and tagging participants in all of the photos and videos. Some
statehood hashtags are: (#Statehood #Estadidad #Statehood4PuertoRico
#PRStatehoodMovement #EstadidadParaPuertoRico #MovimientoEstadista)
Some examples of posts made after our demonstration:

Gratitude- Finally, after your demonstration is over thank all participants,
speakers, and attendees. You can thank them over email, DM, over the phone,
and a dedicate a social media post expressing appreciation for their efforts.
Making people feel appreciated for their time, effort, and devotion to the
statehood movement helps them want to participate again in the future.

